N.  O. FICOIBACEAE	1183
mollugq Linn.
Erect or diffuse glabrous pubescent or stellately tomentose herbs,
often dichotomously branched. Leaves often falsely whorled or alter-
nate, or all radical, linear, obovate or spathulate; stipules membranous,
fugacious. Flowers axillary, solitary, fascicled or in diffuse or
umbelliform cymes, usually greenish. Sepals 5, subequal, persistent,
with membranous margins. Petals 0. Stamens 3-5, subhypogynous,
usually alternate with the sepals sometimes intermixed with subulate
staminodes. Ovary free, 3-5-eelled; ovules many, attached to the
interior angle of the cells; styles 3-5. Capsule membranous,
included in the calyx, oblong, globose or subcylindric, 3-5-celled,
loculicidally 3-5-valved. Seeds several (rarely 1) in each cell, reni-
iorm, appendaged at the hilum or not; embryo more or less curved.
—Species 15,—Tropics and N. America.
A    Flowers in axillary fascicles    Seeds  appendaged
1.   Densely stellately hairy		    1.    M hirta,
 2	Glabrous      ..    ..         ^.  .		...».....,    2.    M. oppcsitifolia
 3	Seeds glabrous with a microscopic scale appendaged to
the Mum        .  ..  .    .  .,	,   ,.	5.	M  nudicaulis.
B.   Flowers in terminal cymes    Seeds not appendaged
 1.	Seeds with raised tubercular points	........  ,	3.	M. pentaphyUa*
 2.	Seeds without raise^ tubercular points .		4.	M. cennana.
M. nudicaulis Lam. is used medicinally in Madagascar.
1. Mollugo hirta Thunb. sProdr. PL Cap. (1794) 24.—
Pharnaceum pertfagonum Roxb. FL Ind. II (1832) 103.—
plate 473A.
Annual, softly villous with (chiefly) stellate hairs; steins many,
usually prostrate and spreading 15-45 cm. from a centre, sometimes
ascending, leafy. Leaves opposite or several at a node, 1-2 by
0.8-1.3 cm., densely stellately villous on both sides, broadly obovate
or suborbicular, very obtuse at the apex, cuneate at the base; petioles
6-10 mm. long? slender, stellately hairy. Flowers pinkish white, in
axillary fascicles, 1-6 together; pedicels unequal, 2-4 mm. long,
divaricate. Calyx stellately hairy outside; sepals 6-8 mm. long,
elliptic-lanceolate, acute* Stamens usually 10 or more, varying to
5. Ovary ovoid, quite glabrous, 5-lobed, 5-celled; ovules many;
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